AN  EXERCISE  IN  DIPLOMACY

upon the Regent, at whose hands they found marvellous strange
countenance and skantiness of words, and, to comprehend in few
words, they were never so well entertained as they have at the
beginning been indeed. But sithens Lent began, as for a penance,
their entertainment hath been marvellous strange; yea, and
stranger than we will rehearse: strangeness, in having audience
with long delays both at the Queen's hands and other her chief
Counsellors: strangeness, in answers and fashion. Also, our
ambassadors have been sithens that constrained to pay the excise
there, which no ambassador of England paid in any man's
remembrance. They be the first that ever paid it. The taske
thereof is i8d. on every barrel of beer, above the price of the
brewer. They have showed it and complained to the Queen,
but nevertheless they must pay it, or lack drink.

Besides this, through all the said Low Countries incontinently
rose a bruit among all manner of men, which was published
through the High Almayne and other parts, that the Emperor
and the French King, and other Princes of Christendom, at their
exhortation, and by the Bishop of Rome's provocation and pro-
curement, should forthwith have war against us: and that the
Emperor's navy was only addressed for that purpose, to invade
us suddenly and afore any full preparation.

The conjectures written to us from Almayne, Spain, and
other parts were, that (known it was everywhere) the Emperor
hath broken his intended journey against the infidels,, and that
therefore that navy must be for another purpose. Not against
the Lutherans, for the ships will not serve there: nor also for the
custody of Guelders, being the contention before the Princes
Electors. Then concluded they, that it was against Denmark,
or against us; but for as much as his treaties with Denmark doth
last yet for a year and a half, the conclusion remained, that it
was meant against us, as a common confederacy to disquiet us
and our subjects.

It seemeth to us by all report, there was never a bruit and
rumour so suddenly spread, so constantly affirmed, and so spite-.
fully uttered in all the peoples' mouths, in the most vehemency
whereof Monsieur Chapuys, the Emperor's ambassador,- without ,
any ostentation of letters, but only, (as he said) the Queen's